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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is a first Office Action Non-Final rejection on the merits. 
Claims 1-15, as originally filed, are currently pending and considered below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

2. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Benson 
(2,852,098). 

As per claim 1 , Benson discloses: a reusable fluid dispenser (Depicted in figure 
2) comprising: a) subsystem B (12) having a fluid reservoir (10) adapted for containing a 
fluid, the fluid reservoir comprising: (i) a fluid outlet (depicted in Figure 2) adapted for 
dispensing fluid contained in the fluid reservoir; (ii) a separator (11a) movably 
positioned in a dispensing position to bias fluid contained in the fluid reservoir out of the 
fluid outlet, to dispense the fluid through the fluid outlet; (iii) a fluid inlet (15) positioned 
for recharging the fluid reservoir with the fluid while biasing the separator into the 
dispensing position; and b) subsystem A having a power head assembly (13) removably 
attached to the fluid reservoir comprising a gas generator (14) in fluid communication 
with the separator (depicted in figure 2), wherein gas generated by the gas generator 
(gas from the evaporation of 20) is communicable to the separator to move the 
separator to dispense the fluid. 
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As per claim 2, Benson discloses: said fluid inlet comprises a one-way fluid fitting 
(Column 2, lines 1-6). 

As per claim 3, Benson discloses: said separator is capable of preventing gas 
from moving into said reservoir (depicted in Figure 2). 

As per claim 4, Benson discloses: a union seal couples subsystem A to 
subsystem B (Interface between 12 and 13, depicted in Figure 2) so as to limit escape 
of the gas generated by the gas generator in communication with the separator, to form 
a sealed union of subsystem A with subsystem B. 

As per claim 5, Benson discloses: said gas generating means (Evaporant 5 from 
20) is capable of generating gas by a gas generating reaction selected from the group 
consisting of a spontaneous electrochemical reaction, a non-spontaneous 
electrochemical reaction, and a spontaneous thermochemical reaction (Evaporation, or 
volatilization, is a thermochemical reaction - Column 1, lines 46-61). 

As per claim 6, Benson discloses: said gas generating reaction is spontaneous 
(the evaporation will occur spontaneously in the presence of heat). 

As per claim 7, Benson discloses: the rate of said gas generating reaction is 
adjustable (The evaporation rate can be regulated by the amount of heat available). 

As per claim 8, Benson discloses: the fluid is a lubricant (Column 1 , line 46). 

As per claim 9, Benson discloses that the lubricant is bearing grease (Column 1 , 
line 25). 

As per claim 10, Benson discloses that the lubricant is oil (The reference to 
lubricant in column 1, line 46, is construed to include lubricating oil). 
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As per claims 1 1 and 12, Benson discloses that said separator is a bellows (11a) 
and piston (depicted in Figure 2). 

As per claims 1 3 and 1 5, Benson discloses that the fluid (1 0) is replaceable 
(through valve 15). 

As per claim 14, Benson discloses that the power head assembly (13) is 
replaceable (since element 13 is attached to element 12 by means of screws 19, it 
would be a replaceable component). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ROBERT T. REESE whose telephone number is (571) 
270-5794. The examiner can normally be reached on M_F 7:30-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael R. Mansen can be reached on (571) 272-6608. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Michael R Mansen/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3654 

RTR 



